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The Philadelphia Water Department is opening up to the public a vote for its spokesdog, a gimmick designed to get across the
message that the growing amount of animal waste is a serious issue for water quality.

But the pups are cute, and one bears the name of a Game of Thrones character.

The goal is to get city residents to realize that pooch poop can wash into waterways and ultimately into the Delaware River
or Schuylkill, which provide the city’s drinking water.

Too much fecal matter creates pathogens and nutrients that can encourage algae blooms, which reduce in the water the
oxygen needed by fish and other aquatic life.

The winning dog will have social media accounts used to promote good pet hygiene habits by their owners.

Friday is the deadline to vote for your choice among Arya, King, Dolphina, or Willow, all pups now at Morris Animal Refuge
in Center City. You can vote by liking their picture on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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The winner will be announced Saturday, June 22, at Cobbs Creek Environmental Community Center in a celebration that
includes games, nature walks, and other activities, culminating in a crowing of the winning dog by Water Woman.

The Water Department is running the contest with Partnership for the Delaware Estuary. According to the nonprofit, each
gram of dog waste contains 23 million fecal bacteria. The local ecosystem can really handle only two dogs per square mile. In
urban areas such as Philadelphia, there can be as many as 125 dogs per square mile.

Nationally, nearly a third of bacteria in urban water samples come from animal waste, the Water Department stated in
literature for the campaign, citing dog waste as the third leading cause of water pollution in urban areas. As many as 40
percent of dog owners leave waste behind during walks and runs.
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Which of the 4 pups below from the Morris Animal Refuge to be should be our 2019
Spokesdog? Philly's Water Woman needs a sidekick to combat a dogged foe: pet
waste left where it can wash into our rivers and creeks when it rains! That can harm
wildlife and = waterways less safe for recreation ! Vote by Friday and
join us + Partnership for the Delaware Estuary for a Water Woman-led crowning
ceremony at the Cobbs Creek Community Environmental Center in June:
https://phillyh2o.info/2019-spokesdog-vote
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