APPENDIX F. Known Project Directories in the Delaware Estuary

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

RCDB – Restoration Center Database - Developed to track the NOAA NMFS Restoration Center’s restoration projects under the DARP, CWPPRA, Community-based, Research, and Directed Appropriations programs

Delaware Estuary Watershed Data and Mapping Project
This Delaware Estuary Watershed Database and Mapping Project is a product of the 2006 Interagency Agreement (IAG) between the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Hazardous Site Cleanup Division.  This collaborative effort, called the Upper Delaware Estuary (Urban Corridor) Regional Cleanup and Restoration Planning Initiative, is intended to support the EPA Land Revitalization Program and land revitalization efforts at the regional, federal, state and local levels.  This initiative will help in the redevelopment and revitalization of estuarine and coastal zone communities in the Delaware Estuary by providing information on coastal habitats, natural resources, sources of contamination, and identifying restoration opportunities that are critical in maintaining a healthy estuary.  Restoration actions are particularly significant in redevelopment and revitalization efforts in the Upper Delaware Estuary as habitat restoration typically increases recreational opportunities and improves environmental conditions that are important to a communities’ quality of life.

The Delaware Estuary Watershed Database and Mapping project, which includes this web guide, provides a standard database structure for contaminant data and a mapping component (GIS and internet mapping) which provides spatial context for evaluating and communicating the complexity of challenges and opportunities within the Delaware Estuary.
http://mapping.orr.noaa.gov/website/portal/Delaware/ 

The National Estuaries Restoration Inventory (NERI) has been created to track estuary habitat restoration projects across the nation. The purpose of the inventory is to provide information on restoration projects in order to improve restoration methods, as well as to track acreage restored toward the million-acre goal of the Estuary Restoration Act.
NERI: https://neri.noaa.gov/ 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Philadelphia District) 
Active Corps projects are covered in the Philadelphia District website:

http://www.nap.usace.army.mil/cenap-dp/projects/projects.htm 

United States Environmental Protection Agency

SEP Database:  EPA HQ maintains a list of projects on the SEP webpage

 (http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/civil/seps/potentialproject-seps0607.pdf).  There is also a SEP searchable button associated with the Enforcement and Compliance History On-line (ECHO) database.  Note: there can’t be specific names of individuals associated with the projects so as not to show any bias.  

A list of clean up and redevelopment sites can be found by state at:

http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/.

NEPORT – The National Estuary Program On-Line Reporting Tool (NEPORT) is a web-based database that EPA developed for National Estuary Programs (NEPs) to submit their annual Habitat and Leveraging reports. Through NEPORT, NEPs are able to download Habitat and Leveraging reports into Microsoft Excel, create pie charts, access data on a secure web site, and search for NEP staff contact information.  However, NEPORT is an internal database intended for NEPs use only. Members of the general public do not have access to NEPORT.
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Potential, on-going and/or completed projects are in database systems under each USFWS division, as listed above.  Each database is different, with a design and information to satisfy that particular Division’s needs.  The Coastal and Partners for Fish and Wildlife accomplishment Reporting database (designed to report accomplishments, and contains on-going and completed projects) can be accessed by registering at:

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecos/newRegistration.do 

Delaware

“Ecological Restoration & Protection, Status Report 2003 – 2006, December 31, 2006 Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control”
http://www.swc.dnrec.delaware.gov/NR/rdonlyres/7C53E10A-664A-4019-9858-489A461B69C0/0/StatusRpt200306FINAL.pdf 

New Jersey

The NJDEP does not an inventory of restoration sites – however each of the individual program’s (F&W, P&F and Natural Lands Trust) may have listing of target sites.  The Green Acres Program maintains a list of parcels of interest for acquisition.  Many of the NGOs/Land Trusts have identified areas of high habitat value in order to monitor for future acquisition.

Pennsylvania

PA DEP web sites provide approved Growing Green and Coastal Resources grant award projects respectively. 
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/grants/growgreen.asp?growinggreenerNav=|

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/newdesign/program_initiatives.htm
DCNR’s Bureau of Conservation and Recreation keeps a comprehensive list of grants awarded in the state, by county, and we are currently assembling a database of these grants in the Schuylkill and Delaware River drainages that pertain to restoration activities that will be sent by email and mail in the next week. 

DCNR’s River Conservation Program keeps an online registry of rivers that have completed River Conservation Plans. DCNR also has an online registry of County Greenway and Open space Network plans; an online list of counties that have completed Natural Area Inventories; and an online registry of Heritage Areas of Pennsylvania. Links to our website and hard copies of these maps will be sent within the next week.


Philadelphia Water Department

PWD maintains a registry of priority stream and restoration projects. Contact: Erik Haniman, erik.haniman@phila.gov, 215.685.4877.
American Littoral Society – Habitat Restoration Inventory:

The American Littoral Society has initiated a new project as part of their habitat restoration program. They are developing a comprehensive inventory of potential restoration projects along the Atlantic coast of New Jersey and throughout the Delaware Bay. Once completed, this inventory will be shared publicly to help inform the decisions of government agencies, funders, private organizations, and citizens so they can better focus attention and resources. 

Habitat restoration offers great promise for reversing the trend of lost and degraded habitat. Whether recreating a historical habitat in place or creating a specific habitat where it did not exist but could under current conditions, the goal is to help rebuild a healthy ecosystem that functions like it did before it was polluted or destroyed. An improved ecosystem can better support fish, wildlife, and human use, such as swimming, diving, boating, birding, and fishing.

To make the process of evaluating potential projects more manageable, we have developed four restoration categories:

• Wetlands (tidal, non-tidal; saline, brackish, fresh)

• In-stream bottom habitat

• Migratory fish passage to historic spawning waters

• Sediment and water quality

Potential sites range from projects, which have been planned but not yet implemented to places that need attention and have yet to receive any. To include a site in this inventory, a 3-page form has been developed by ALS. 
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF)

New Jersey Conservation Foundation has preserved over 100,000 acres of land throughout the state. NJCF’s land protection program focuses on selected project areas and greenways that have been identified as critical. From the Highlands to the Pine Barrens to the Delaware Bayshore, NJCF has protected farms, forests, wetlands and urban and suburban parks. Source:

http://www.njconservation.org/html/wherewework.htm 

