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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Non- Profit Organization,
Established 1996

One of 28 EPA National Estuary 
Programs 

A tri - state, multi - region NEP

Coordination, Outreach, Education, 
Restoration and Science 
Advancement

Along the shore of the Christina River 

Wilmington, DE



1.  Conferences & Workshops
Å Delaware Estuary Science Conference
Å Workshops

2. Science and Technical Committees
Å STAC 
Å Affiliated Workgroups and Subcommittees

3. Watershed - Level Initiatives
Å Science Priority Setting (White Paper)
Å Conceptual Framework
Å Indicators, Goals, Monitoring
Å State of the Estuary

4. Science & Restoration Projects
Å Delaware Estuary Benthic Inventory
Å Freshwater Mussel Recovery Program
Å Delaware Estuary Living Shorelines
Å Regional Restoration & Natural Capital Initiative
Å Climate Ready Estuaries 
Å Wetland Monitoring and Assessment

5. Web - Based Info & Data Management

2009 Science Activities
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Delaware Estuary Science 
Conference

Goals:

ÅAssess science and 
management needs

ÅAssess knowledge

Participation:

Hundreds, 10 States
>240 Presentations to date



White Paper Top Ten

1.  Contaminants (forms, sources, fates & effects for different classes)

2.  Tidal Wetlands (status, trends and relative importance of different types)

3.  Ecologically Significant Species & Critical Habitats (benthos, horseshoe crabs)

4.  Ecological Flows (effects of flow changes on salt balance & biota)

5.  Physical - Chemical - Biological Linkages (e.g., sediment budgets, toxics & biota)

6.  Food Web Dynamics (key trophic connections among functional dominant biota)

7.  Nutrients (forms, concentrations and balance of macro - and micronutrients)

8.  Ecosystem Functions (assessment and economic valuation of ecosystem services)

9.  Habitat Restoration and Enhancement (science & policy)

10. Invasive Species (monitoring, management & control)



Importance of Tidal Wetlands



Tidal Wetlands

A Signature Trait of System

ÅNear Contiguous Band

ÅDiverse: Freshwater Tidal Marshes
Brackish Marshes
Salt Marshes

Rutgers University
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