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Delaware Estuary



Partnership for the              

Delaware Estuary

A non-profit organization, and one of 28 National Estuary 

Programs across the country, formed in 1996 to help 

preserve and enhance the Delaware Estuary as a regional 

resource through public outreach and education.

The Partnership leads collaborative and creative efforts 

to protect and enhance the Delaware Estuary and its 

tributaries --- for current and future generations.



What is an Estuary?
A coastal water body where fresh water 

from rivers mixes with salt water from 

oceans

Provides a highly productive 

ecosystem with a range of habitats for 

many different species of plants and 

animals

Characterized by varying degrees of salinity and 

complex water movements affected by ocean tides and 

river currents



Where is the DE Estuary?

ÅFrom the falls at 

Trenton, NJ to the 

mouth of the Bay at 

Cape May, NJ and 

Cape Henlopen, DE

ÅIncluding the entire 

Schuylkill Watershed



Complexities

Delaware Estuary Notables

Upper Watershed:      
-òpristineó recreational area
- water supply for >15 mil

Tidal River: 
- 4th largest US urban center
- worldõs largest freshwater 

port
- 70% of east coast oil
- Major industry buildup

Lower Estuary:
- Water fowl, finfish, shellfish
- Horseshoe crab population

- Dense human population



�‡ The Delaware 
Estuary 
Information 
Gateway is a 
�³�R�Q�H-stop-�V�K�R�S�´��
information 
clearinghouse for 
environmental 
data, maps, 
studies, reports, 
web-links and 
related items 
associated with 
the Delaware 
Estuary and its 
watershed.  

For more information on your 
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www.delawareestuary.org


